Minutes: MVCC PA Executive Board Meeting

February 3, 2005

Approved 3/10/05

Present: Pres. Ellis Searles, Marie Czarnecki, Alison Doughtie, Sam Drogo, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson, Dawson McDermott, Gene Militello, Bill Perrotti, Luther Riedel, Mike Sewall. 

1. Approval of 11/19/04 and 12/3/04 minutes.



Motion to approve:



Gene Militello/Colleen Kehoe-Robinson



Carried unanimously.

2. President’s Report


a. New PA Reps


Sandy Cummings – Child Care/Student Activities/Physical Plant/CCED


David Hoffman – Rome campus.


The photos and website are being updated accordingly.


b. Mike Corn, from the NYSUT Regional Office, is again undergoing 
chemotherapy.


c. NYSUT Higher Council and CC Conference Planning, NYC, 1/17/05


2nd VP Alison Doughtie represented the PA 


d. NYSUT/NEA


Pres. Searles has documents on proposed merger talks. See her if you are 
interested. If NEA joins NYSUT, it would add 16 community colleges to ED39 
(the district made up of community colleges).

e. Fundraiser/Marti Gras party for County Executive J. Griffo, 2/8/05

Pres. Searles, Mike Sewall, and Mike Donaruma will attend. 


f. SUNY Community College Lobby Day, Albany, 2/15/05

The College sends members of the administration. The college has invited 
Pres. 
Searles and Mike Sewall again this year to join the College representatives.


g. Budget testimony: invitation from RoAnne Destito, Utica, 3/10/05

Pres. Searles has been invited once again to give budget testimony at a hearing 
sponsored by assemblywoman Destito and Assembly Ways & Means chair 
Herman D. Farrell. It will be 
published in PAnorama.


h. NYSUT Minnowbrook Leadership Conference, 3/17-19/05

NYSUT Regional Director Fred Monaco has asked Pres. Searles to present on the 
restructuring of our union through our new constitution, which has led to greater 
involvement of the membership. The PA is serving as a model for other locals. 



i. Local Presidents’ Conference and Representative Assembly, NYC, 4/6-7 and 
4/7-9/05

President Searles, RA delegate, will attend both; and Bill Perrotti, RA delegate, 
and Mike Sewall, alternate, will attend the RA.


j. AFT higher ED Conference, Minneapolis, 4/15-17/05


Pres. Searles will attend.


k. Correspondence
· Thank you from John Snyder for honoring him at the luncheon.

· Acknowledgements of Memorial Donations to the PA Scholarship.

· Encouragement from Alumni Association Pres. David Mathis for PA sponsorship of the College team in the Heart Run as the Alumni Association has done. The PA has made a $100 contribution.

· Thank you from NYSUT for our Making Strides for Breast Cancer donation. NYSUT exceeded its $10,000 fundraising goal.

· Inquiry/Compliment from Fulton Montgomery Community College (an NEA local) re our prospective employee contact and website. They are interested in following our lead. 
3. Treasurer’s report

Treasurer Mike Donaruma will present an audit report at the next meeting.
4. Committee reports

Benefits Fund

· Q & A booklets were distributed at the Luncheon, and are available from Paul Halko.

LAP (Lap Team Captain Gene Militello reporting)
· We received the last LAP Grant check and spent the budgeted LAP Grant funds to stock up on the gifts for graduates, pens for distribution 
at registration, and pins. 
Community Outreach
· Steve Getchell is coordinating the PA’s participation in the Heart Run.


Education and Training (Chair Norma Chrisman reporting)
· E-mail notice was sent out about an informational session for those who have family members with special needs.

· There will be a NYSUT Benefits article in PAnorama.
· Jim Henck, our NYSUT Labor Relations Specialist, will be providing a training for all members on basic union concepts and terminology.


Grievance (Chair Dawson McDermott reporting)




Motion to appoint David Hoffman of the Rome campus to 




complete Margaret Partyka’s term on the Grievance committee.




Gene Militello/Bill Perrotti




Carried unanimously. 
· The committee also includes Tom Schink and Sandy Cummings. The “off-contract” issues have been resolved with a cash settlement for the affected members and new contract language to address the issue.

· The College moved to vacate an Arbitration ruling in the PA’s favor regarding a dismissal. The judge declined to vacate, and agreed with the ruling. The College is appealing again.

Internal Communications (2nd VP/Chair Alison Doughtie)

· PAnorama is coming out soon.

· The committee is down two members.
· Database Manager Norma Chrisman updated photos and scrolling bar on the website; she added a Fax-the-Governor feature. 

Member Services (1st VP Luther Riedel reporting)

· The annual luncheon was successful with a good turnout, including many retirees. 
· The new member reception also went well.

· The committee is making up more folders for new hires.

· Each month when he reconciles the list for the check to NYSUT, the Treasurer should provide a list of new members and agency fee payers to the Database manager and to the 1st VP so they can update the membership lists. 

· New hires are being contacted to sign their membership cards.

Negotiations (Chair, Sam Drogo reporting)
There are two active teams: 

· The old team is dealing with the distribution of the $150,000 on the current contract.
· The new team is working on a new proposal for a successor agreement.  Based on the results of the member survey and the issues identified at the Alex Bay conference, the new team has designated work assignments, and individuals have drafted language and/or done research. The team met over the semester break and went over proposed language and made revisions. 

· Because there is some overlap with membership on the teams, there are some delays as they are trying to complete two tasks at once.

Political Action (Chair Mike Sewall reporting)

· At the College Senate meeting, Pres. Schafer recognized the PA’s efforts with political outreach to county legislators.

·  NYSUT Higher Ed Lobby Day is 2/28-3/1/05. Representing the PA will be Pres. Searles, Mike Sewall, Dan Ianno, Paul Andrews, Lori Philips, and Steve Getchell. When Mike made the appointments, he was reminded by the legislator’s offices that a recent court ruling in NYS allows the governor to control the budget line items, which ties the legislators’ hands.

· In May the PA will participate in the Committee of 100 lobbying effort.

· Today, Mike Sewall and Pres. Searles will attend the County Board of Legislators meeting at which the vote to raise the county sales tax will be taken.

· Mike Sewall and/or Ellis attend each bi-weekly Board of Legislators meeting.


Research and Records (Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson reporting)


The committee is gathering data to support the efforts of the Negotiating 


team.

5. New business

a. CNY Labor Council event, 2/28/04


The Labor Council is sponsoring a concert featuring Smoking Joe Bonamassa at 
the Capitol Theater in Rome as a PR and fundraising effort to save jobs at Griffiss 
AFB. The Labor Council has contacted Senator Clinton, County Executive Joe 
Griffo, and Gov. Pataki. This is an opportunity for organized labor to show its 
support of the 
effort to save Griffiss. The PA has already donated $1,000 to the 
effort. Bill Perrotti will ask that our contribution be publicly acknowledged at the 
event.



Motion to approve the expenditure of up to $300 to subsidize 



tickets for PA members to attend (buy one get one free) and for 



Bill Perrotti to research and direct this initiative:




1st Bill Perrotti




2nd Alison Doughtie




Carried unanimously.


The event will also be promoted in PAnorama.


b. NYSUT would like several members to serve as an advisory group on campus 
safety and disruptive behavior issues. The following names were suggested:



Dawson McDermott



Jim Vitale



Pat Zawko



Sandy Cummings

E-board members may wish to join the discussion as well.

c. The new By-laws allow Ad Hoc committee chairs to be appointed as  

voting members of the Executive Board.




Motion to appoint LAP Team Captain Gene Militello as a 




voting 
member of the Executive Board.




Mike Sewall/Norma Chrisman




Carried unanimously.


d. It was agreed by general consensus that the PA would not make a donation to 
the NYSUT Tsunami 
relief effort as individuals had already made contributions.


e. It was agreed by general consensus that the PA would not contribute to the 
souvenir booklet for the retirement party for Tom Hobart.
The meeting was adjourned by general consensus at approximately 5 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary

