Minutes of the MVCC PA Executive Board

September 6, 2007

APPROVED by e-mail vote
Present: Present: President Ellis Searles, Marie Czarnecki, Alison Doughtie, Steve Getchell, Paul Halko, David Katz, Colleen Kehoe-Robinson.

1.
Approval of 6/19/07 minutes:



Motion to approve: 
1st Steve Getchell







2nd Paul Halko







Carried unanimously.
2.    President’s report

a) Fundraiser for Tony Picente (6/21)
Ellis Searles, Dave Katz, Dan Ianno, and Mike Donaruma attended.

b)  MVCC joint gift to Joe Griffo (6/28)

Artistic renderings of the campus were presented to the Senator’s office by President Searles and President Schafer.

c) The PA and the College agreed in principle to a stipulation regarding the role of acting department heads, which fully addresses the concerns of the PA.

d) Dinner with President VanWagoner (7/17)

The E-Board hosted President VanWagoner at a welcome dinner. The experience was very positive.

e)  Republican golf outing (7/18)

The PA was represented courtesy of NYSUT. Paul Halko, Dan Ianno, Mike Donaruma, and Mike Hayes participated.

f)  MVCC budget hearing at County BOL (8/29)

The budget passed through without comment and was voted on unanimously.

g) Fundraiser for Tony Picente (9/13)

President Searles and Dave Katz plan to attend.

h) NYSUT Regional Workshop on membership records and union finances (9/26)

Representatives will be sent for updates.

Correspondence:  

· Thank you from Tony Picente

· Thank you from Rose Ann Convertino for endorsement

· Thank you from Pres. VanWagoner 

3.
Treasurer’s report (Pres. Searles for Treasurer Mike Donaruma)

Mike has been handling the required reporting to the Board of Elections regarding our 
Political Outreach.

4.
Committee reports

Benefits Fund (Chair Paul Halko)
· Database Manager Norma Chrisman, Treasurer Mike Donaruma, and Paul Halko are setting up a reporting system with automatic ticklers to track COBRA status for the Davis Vision benefit.

· The new Benefits booklet is being distributed by the reps.

· New members are being contacted to sign up for benefits.

· Human Resources has contacted the Chair in a timely fashion regarding calculation of the College’s October payment to the Fund.

Community Outreach (Chair Steve Getchell)
· The PA is supporting a call from VP DiGiorgio for participation in the Parkinson’s Awareness walk on 9/8. The PA will sponsor the first 20 members who participate by contributing $10 toward their registration fees.
· The PA will be selling raffle tickets to support Making Strides for Breast Cancer and organizing participation. Mallory Anyango will coordinate.

· Falling Leaves Road Race 9/23. A PA team will be organized.

· Announcement: Concert benefiting Thea Bowman House 9/30. Any members who wish to attend are asked to wear PA shirts.

· PA pens were distributed in the Student Services Center.

Grievance (Pres. Searles reporting for Chair Dawson McDermott)


There are several ongoing arbitrations, which date back to the tenure of the previous College administration. One arbitration has been postponed. A grievance report will appear in PAnorama.

Internal Communications (2nd VP & Chair Alison Doughtie)
· PAnorama

A new masthead is being designed. Several new member profiles are in the works.
Member Services (Pres. Searles reporting for 1st VP & Chair Bill Perrotti)

· The new member reception on 8/21 was well-attended. 

· To date, all but two new members have been signed up.

· The end-of-semester party is planned for Friday, Dec. 14.

Negotiations (Pres. Searles reporting for Chair Sam Drogo)

Sam signed a stipulation with the College regarding the longevity payments provided for in the new contract. 

Political Outreach (Chair Dave Katz)
· The committee along with President Searles interviewed 20 candidates for the County Board of Legislators and made its endorsements based on the best interest of the college. Endorsements are being publicized through e-mail to members, publication in PAnorama and New York Teacher, and post cards to area NYSUT members and members of the CNY Labor Council. NYSUT is providing its database of members residing in applicable voting districts. The membership will be asked to help stamp post cards. Committee members who participated in the screenings included Dave Katz, Lorie Phillips, Bill Perrotti, Lew Kahler, Dan Ianno, and Bill Zogby. Lorie also handled the arrangements. 
· Committee members and Pres. Searles have been attending fundraisers.

· Pres. Searles and the Political Outreach Chair have been regularly attending county BOL meetings, as in the past. Such presence has been valuable in building relationships between the PA and the legislature. New this year, the PA representation sits together with the president of the college and other administrators and BOT members who may be in attendance.
Research and Records (Chair Colleen Kehoe-Robinson)


The chair will be calling a meeting soon. The NYSUT comprehensive compilation of community college contracts formerly on CD-Rom is now a searchable electronic database, requiring a user name and password. The committee will be determining who will have access. The committee provided research and analysis to inform the work of the Negotiating team during collective bargaining.

6.   New Business

a) Agenda for Alex Bay (10/12-14/07)

We will use this conference for two purposes: strategic planning and representative attendance at the sessions, where we can gather valuable information for use in negotiations, etc. This year’s planning focus will be on development of new leadership for the future of the PA, especially the creation of a program to provide background and training in technical areas, such as negotiations and grievance. We will also develop strategies to involve new members in leadership roles. As we are not currently involved in negotiations, this is an ideal time for this undertaking.
b) Printing costs

We will need to analyze our needs to defray costs.
c) ED 39 gift contribution




Motion to expend $20 to join other locals for wedding gift for 




Chris Black, NYSUT lobbyist who works in behalf of 





community colleges: 
1st Dave Katz








2nd Paul Halko








Carried unanimously.




d)  Funding for clerical support 





Motion to expend up to $50 for clerical support during 





endorsements.








1st Dave Katz








2nd Alison Doughtie







Carried unanimously.

e) Labor Council Union/Community Counselor Training

This will be offered one night per week for 9 weeks. President Searles will open this to the membership.

Respectfully submitted,

Marie Czarnecki, PA Secretary

