Meeting of the MVCC Professional Association Executive Board
March 28, 2008 
plus Cyber-meeting addenda March-June 2008
APPROVED June 20, 2008
Present: 1st VP Bill Perrotti presiding for President Ellis Searles, Marie Czarnecki, Mike Donaruma, Alison Doughtie, Sam Drogo, Steve Getchell, Paul Halko, and Dawson McDermott.

1. Motion to approve February 8, 2008 minutes:


1st Halko/ 2nd Drogo; carried unanimously

2. 1st Vice President’s Report


a) State Assembly Budget Hearing (2/14)



PA Pres. Searles presented budget testimony along with Political Outreach 

Chair David Katz on behalf of the entire MVCC college 




community. Prior to the hearing date, PA President Searles and MVCC 


President Randall VanWagoner shared their ideas for the hearing.

b) Higher Ed Lobby Days (Albany, 2/25-26)



Political Outreach committee members Bill Perrotti, Dan Ianno, Dave 


Katz, Lew Kahler, and PA President Ellis Searles teamed up with MVCC 


administrators including President Randall VanWagoner along with 


MVCC Student Trustee Camilla Ramos to present a joint message 



reacting to Governor Spitzer’s  proposed budget.


c) Presentation of Artwork depicting MVCC to County Executive Anthony 
Picente 



The joint presentation was made by 1st VP Bill Perrotti and MVCC 


President Randall VanWagoner

d) CC Presidents/NYSUT Local  Presidents Luncheon (Albany, 3/7)



1st VP Bill Perrotti and MVCC President Randall VanWagoner. Financial 


aid for developmental courses was discussed. The issue will be brought to 


NYSUT for possible legislation proposal.


e) Labor Council installation of officers (3/7)



Bill Perrotti – Treasurer and Financial Secretary

f)  Redco Strike in Little Falls



The strike has been going on for 5 months and involves approximately 50 


workers. The upcoming issue of PAnorama has information about 



showing solidarity online. The Labor Council is planning support 



activities.


g) VOTE-COPE award recognition



The Abel Blattman Award is given to locals whose members donate  


at least $10 per person. 

h) NYSUT Local Community Service Award Nomination 



The PA has been nominated.


i) NYSUT/NEA Higher Ed Issues Conference (3/28-30)



We will not have representation this year.


j) Heart Run/Walk 



The PA was a visible part of Team MVCC’s largest team ever. 15 PA 


members participated in the run/walk, and PA members joined in the joint 


outreach effort with the College.

k) Middle States Welcome Dinner



2nd VP Alison Doughtie represented the PA.


l) President’s Conference and RA (4/10-12)



1st VP Perrotti plans to attend. 

m) Labor Council to institute Service Awards for representatives of affiliate locals



The plan is modeled after the NYSUT Local Service Awards 


n) NYSUT Regional Conference (Alex Bay 10/17-19/08) 


o) Meeting with President Van Wagoner, Patty Fox, AMVA, and PA re. acting 


VP and related issues is being scheduled. 1st VP Perrotti will attend.


Correspondence



RA/Journalism Luncheon


The newsletter will received 7 awards. PAnorama editor will attend. 


VP Denise DiGiorgio 


The PA was asked if it would like to suggest one of its members to 


sing the National Anthem at graduation. The E-Board recommends the 


student vocalist who has sung the anthem at graduation in the past.
3. Committee Reports


Community Outreach (Chair Steve Getchell)

· Ted Moore Run/Walk is planned for May 3, 2008. The PA is an event sponsor. The run raises awareness of the dangers of DWI and commemorates former MVCC Mathematics Professor and PA President Ted Moore, who lost his life when he was hit by a drunk driver. 
· Thea Bowman House has canceled the Bowlathon this year, but the committee is investigating the possibility of  a PA Bowlathon with the college community in the future. Suggestions for the beneficiary include Thea Bowman House and House of Good Shepherd.

Grievance (Chair Dawson McDermott) 

· We are awaiting a decision on an arbitration on a non-renewal of a bargaining unit member. This grievance dates to the previous College administration. 

· The committee will be involved in Grievance training at the A-Bay conference.

Member Services (1st VP Bill Perrotti and Chair)

· The end of semester party will be on the last Friday of classes.
Negotiations (Chair Sam Drogo)

· The first of three negotiations training sessions was held on March 7, providing an overview of the process. This was conducted by Sam Drogo, with Paul Halko and Marie Czarnecki. 
· Session 2 on technical and legal issues will be held at the NYSUT Office in New Hartford on April 25 and be conducted by NYSUT Labor Relations Specialist Jim Henck.
Benefits Fund (Chair Paul Halko)

· NYSUT Benefit rep Laura Calhoun will be present for two sessions at Summer Institute to explain the newest additions to the Fund offerings: Health Advocate and Legal Services. NYSUT legal will take appointments allowing PA members the opportunity to have a simple will drawn up free of charge during Summer Institute.

· NYSUT is changing our carrier for fiduciary insurance, and we have been providing the necessary paperwork.

Internal Communications

· PAnorama received 7 awards in the NYSUT Journalism competition. The next issue will be out shortly.

· Nomination ballots are being prepared and will be distributed to the membership shortly. The slate of candidates will be presented at the General Membership meeting in April. 
5. Continuing Business
· It was decided to continue printing jobs that go off campus at a union printer that can display the union “bug.” The question will be revisited in next year’s budget.

· 
Motion to expend up to $250 to replace worn paper picket 
signs with forty 13” x 19” laminated signs with the PA logo 
reading “in solidarity.” These are used primarily for outreach 
solidarity initiatives in support of other locals. 


1st Bill Perrrotti/2nd Steve Getchell; carried unanimously.

6. New Business


The rest of the meeting was devoted to a budget workshop led by Treasurer Mike 
Donaruma, who provided a draft budget. The Treasurer will send the revisions 

to the Executive Board via e-mail for a vote. The Treasurer will present the 
detailed budget to the membership at the General Membership meeting in April. 
7. Adjournment by general consent.
Cyber-minutes Addenda:

1. Unanimous approval to expend up to $30 to send up to 3 PA representatives to the “Worker Memorial Day” breakfast on April 28.

2. Unanimous approval to expend up to $350 to send Alison Doughtie to the Labor-Religion Coalition Conference in Latham, May 18-19.

3. Whereas Ellis Searles (delegate) and Lew Kahler (alternate delegate) were not able to attend the RA, unanimous approval to fund Alison Doughtie’s attendance at the RA at the same rate as a delegate.
4. Unanimous approval of the 2008-09 budget in the amount of $149,892.60, including a dues increase of $3.02 per pay period.
5. Approval to expend $300 for PA sponsorship of all-employee get-together.


6-Yes, 1- No, 1- abstention

6. Unanimous approval to expend up to $250 to send 1st VP Lew Kahler and 2nd VP Alison Doughtie to the ED39 meeting in Auburn on May 30-31.

7.  Unanimous approval of PA committee appointments.

8.  Unanimous approval to endorse Pres. Searles’ plan for summer leadership in her absence: the E Board will serve as support for 1st VP Lew Kahler as he assumes the duties of the president during the summer months, and Past President Bill Perrotti will serve in the role of mentor.

9. Unanimous approval for 1st VP Lew Kahler to receive the president’s summer stipend as he will be performing the duties of the president until Pres. Searles returns in the Fall.
10. Unanimous approval to donate $100 to sponsor a hole for the Michelle Adey Memorial Fund golf tournament.  
Respectfully submitted,

Marie Czarnecki, PA secretary

